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fieto ILiterature 

The most important books listed in these columns will receive notice in the book-review pages. 



OLD TESTAMENT 
BOOKS 

Jordan, W. G. Biblical Criticism and Modem Thought, or The Place of the Old 
Testament Documents in the Life of To-Day. New York: Scribners, 1909. 
Pp. xi + 322. $3. 

This volume has grown out of a series of nine lectures given at Queen's Univer- 
sity in 1906-7. It now comprises fourteen chapters. It is in the main an effort to 
justify the position of historical criticism against such charges as those made by Orr, 
in his Problem of the Old Testament. The task is on the whole well done and the 
volume should do good service, though it is not altogether easy reading. 

Geden, A. S. Outlines of Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. New York: Scrib- 
ners, 1909. Pp. xv + 367. $3.50. 

This book offers more than its name seems to imply, in that it has a concluding 
chapter on the literary and historical criticism of the Pentateuch. The bulk of the 
book is given to the language, text, canon, and versions of the Old Testament. This 
presents in simple and accessible form the more important facts necessary to any 
student's equipment. The book thus fills what has long been a vacancy in the com- 
pany of handy guides to the interpretation of the Old Testament. 

NEW TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

Sharman, Henry B. The Teaching of Jesus about the Future. Chicago: The 

University of Chicago Press, 1909. Pp. 382. S3. 

Adopting Professor Burton's solution of the Synoptic Problem, in its substantial 
features, Dr. Sharman reconstructs the documents lying back of our Synoptic Gospels, 
and presents the different principles upon which Matthew and Luke made use of 
them. He proceeds to a critical discussion of the historical worth of the eschatological 
and kindred utterances ascribed by the synoptists to Jesus, concluding that Jesus' 
actual teaching about the future was designed more to safeguard his followers from 
immediate dangers, than to depict the end of the age or the messianic advent; and that 
in his thought the kingdom of heaven was to come gradually, not catastrophically, as 
Jewish messianists generally believed. In general his teaching was ethical and prac- 
tical, rather than apocalyptic and eschatological. This important work will later be 
reviewed at length in the Biblical World. 

Williams, Charles B. The Participle in the Book of Acts. Chicago: The Univer- 
sity of Chicago Press, 1909. Pp. 80. 

This dissertation presents a careful and minute analysis of the uses of the parti- 
ciple in the Greek text of Acts, and proceeds to draw from them such inferences as 
the facts warrant. Dr. Williams is led to accept the Acts as the work of one author, 
but finds the participial usage supports the theory that the author used three written 
sources, in conjunction with unwritten Jewish-Christian tradition. 

Statjdt, Calvin K. The Idea of the Resurrection in the Ante-Nicene Period. ("His- 
torical and Linguistic Studies in Literature Related to the New Testament," 
Series II, Part VIII.) Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1909. Pp. 90. 
50 cents. 

The doctrine of the resurrection of the flesh is shown to have made its appear- 
ance early and to have developed fully in the second century of Christian thought. 
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Dr. Staudt discusses the idea of the resurrection as it appears in the New Testament 
writings, and subsequent Christian literature, through Methodius and Lactantius. 
His study makes a valuable contribution to this difficult subject. 

Robertson, A. T. Epochs in the Life of Paul. A Study of Development in Paul's 
Career. New York: Scribners, 1909. Pp. xii + 337. $1.25. 
This companion volume to Robertson's Epochs in the Life of Jesus presents a 
readable sketch of the life of Paul. The style is simple and rapid, but sometimes 
becomes too disjunctive and informal. The sketch is based on the narrative of Acts, 
with some use of the epistles, of which Robertson accepts thirteen. Galatians is put 
after Corinthians, and in general the traditional lines are followed. Paul's death is 
placed in 68, at which time Robertson believes Nero to have been still persecuting 
the Christians (p. 303), a view apparently at variance with all the historical probabilities. 
The book shows no real grapple with the hard historical problems, and in general 
one does not feel that serious critical investigations immediately underlie the posi- 
tions taken. In short, this is not a book for the student. 

Scott, Robert. The Pauline Epistles: A Critical Study. Edinburgh: T. & T. 

Clark, 1909. Imported by Scribners. Pp. 376. $2. 

Mr. Scott has developed an extraordinary theory of the authorship of the Pauline 
epistles. To Paul he allows only five: I Cor. (except 15:20-34), II Cor. (except 
6:14 — 7:1, 13:11-14), Rom., chaps. 1-11, Gal., Philip., and Rom. 16:1-16, 21-24. 
A second group, including Eph., Heb., I Pet., I Thess., chaps. 4 and 5; II Thess., 
chaps. 1 and 2; Rom., chaps. 12, 13, and 15: I Cor. 15:20-345 II Cor. 6:14 — 7:1, 
is referred to Silas, who is also credited with the final redaction of the Gospel of Matthew 
and perhaps some touches in Acts. A third group is the work of Timothy, and com- 
prehends I Thess., chaps. 1-3, II Thess., chap. 3, Col., Philemon, and probably 
Rorn., chap. 14: while the same hand probably put Mark's gospel into its final form. 
Finally a fourth group including II Tim., I Tim., and Titus, is referred to Luke, 
with whose gospel and Acts these letters show connection. This startling theory of 
the Pauline literature will be more fully reviewed in a later number of the Biblical 
World. 

RELATED SUBJECTS 
BOOKS 

Foster, G. B. The Function of Religion in Man's Struggle for Existence. Chicago 

The University of Chicago Press, 1909. Pp. xi + 293. $1. 

This is the expanded and revised form of an address originally delivered before 
the Philosophical Union of the University of California at Berkeley. It is a powerful 
presentation of the value of religion in the enrichment of life, from the point of view 
of functional psychology. The book does not aim to present a complete apologetic 
for Christianity, and, of course, must not be estimated on the basis of what it does not 
seek to do. It is but the exposition and evaluation of one single aspect of the religious 
process and as such deserves high praise and will compel attention. 

Hall, Chas. Cuthbert. Christ and the Eastern Soul. The Witness of the Orien- 
tal Consciousness to Jesus Christ. [The Barrows Lectures, 1906-7.] Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press, 1909. Pp. xlii + 208. Si. 25. 
These are the lectures delivered by the late President Hall, of Union Theological 
Seminary, in India, on the occasion of his second visit thither as Barrows Lecturer. 
The lectures met with an enthusiastic reception on account of the beauty of their dic- 
tion and the equally great beauty of spirit that characterizes them. Dr. Hall possessed 
in a remarkable degree a true appreciation of and real sympathy with the oriental 
mind. Missionaries, missionary boards, and all concerned with the propagation of 
Christianity among oriental peoples may learn much from these lectures. 



